Extract from Park Lane Presbyterian Church Registers
regarding opening of a new place of Worship 

On Sunday 8th May 1796 the closing service in the old Meeting House was performed and the Sermon grounded on John 12th Ch 28th V “Father glorify thy name! – Then came there a voice from heaven saying, I have both glorified it, and will glorify it again.”

The following account at the opening of Park Lane Chapel on the following Lords day, 15th May is transcribed from the Protestants Dissenters magazine.

“On the 15th mot. The congregation of Dissenters denominated Presbyterians lately assembling at the Chapel on Pensnett Chase adjoining the Hamlet of Cradley opened their newly erected place of worship; a structure in which elegant simplicity and convenience are judiciously united. The service was conducted by the Revd. Jas. SCOTT. Pastor of this Church. The discourses were from Psalm 132nd 13, 14, 15 and 16. For the Lord hath chosen Zion. He hath desired it for his habitation. This is my rest forever here will I dwell for I have chosen it. I will abundantly bless her provision; I will satisfy her fuel with bread; I will also clothe her priests with salvation, and her saints shall shout aloud for joy.

A very numerous audience attended a selection of Sacred poetry suitable to the occasion was prepared; at the close of the morning service the Lords Supper was administered; and the afternoon service was introduced by six baptisms. Notice was given that the building was duly registered as required by the Act of William and Mary.
This district contains upwards of 1500 inhabitants for the accommodation of whom three places of Worship are now provided.

A large Independent Chapel was lately erected and the old Presbyterian place of Worship is now occupied by a congregation of Mr. Wesley’s followers. Many of the inhabitants of the neighbouring villages likewise attend at the Chapels in this place.

Note. – TheAct inforcing a duty on baptisms having lately been repealed the following registers are not entered upon stamps.

Registers were first ordered to be kept in 1538 but as paper was generally used they were soon torn and defaced. Afterwards they were ordered to be transcribed on Vellum, but as the transcribers often found the originals deficient, they only began at such places as they found entire, hence the registers of different parishes begin at different periods.

Dr. NASH’s Suppr to the ? of Worcester

Note: The above is transcribed as it appears in the registers. 

